[The short- and long-term results of the "Intensive Care" of 160 sick neonatal foals].
The short- and long-term results of admission to the 'Neonatal Intensive Care Unit' (ICU) at the Department of Equine Sciences of the Utrecht University were evaluated. The patients were categorized, based on specific criteria, into different groups: 'Sepsis', 'Pneumonia', 'Enteritis', 'Asphyxia', 'Premature', 'Isoerythrolysis', and 'Equine herpes virus (EHV)'. The survival rate and mean duration of hospitalization were determined for each group. The venous blood variables at admission were compared for 'surviving' and 'non-surviving' foals within groups, between groups, and for the overall group. From 1992 to 2001, 160 critically ill foals (younger than 7 days) were admitted to the ICU. Thirty-six percent of the foals survived. The mean duration of hospitalization was 6.6 days for the 'surviving' foals and 3.0 days for the 'non-surviving' foals. The pCO2 appeared to the the most important diagnostic and prognostic variable. The results of a telephone questionnaire (owner response of 81 %) revealed that in the long term 60% of the surviving foals lived up to the owner's expectations.